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15,000
registration cards and 42 
biometric scanners donated 
for regularization initiatives.

55

©UNHCR- Refugees participate in a joint visit ITSE.

100
government officials 
sensitized on refugee 
protection and access to 
health services.

The Agency participated in the Afro-Latin Caribbean Youth Congress in 
Colón province, as a panelist and facilitator for discussions on forced 
displacement. A young refugee shared his experience and advocated for 
inclusion. The final Declaration included a provision on refugee youth, 

UNHCR led a technical briefing on international protection for 50 
representatives from banking and financial institutions to improve access to 
financial services for refugees and people at risk of statelessness. The 
Agency also trained the National Association of Human Resources 
Professionals of Panama (ANREH) on inclusive hiring, reaching sta� from 
some 20 companies. 

UNHCR and Fundación Estudio TAC signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to support refugee training and employability. Eleven 
refugees completed a customer service course, undertook store 
internships, and joined a recruitment pool. Estudio TAC works to reduce 
employment barriers for vulnerable youth, running fashion retail 
programmes accredited by the Ministry of Education that prepare 
candidates for roles aligned with companies such as Zara, Stradivarius, and 
Pull&Bear. 

people directly assisted to 
cover their basic needs.

CARIBBEAN COVERAGE FACTSHEET
MCO Panama

Across the Caribbean, the second quarter saw continued 
discussions on regularization initiatives, border security, the 
promotion of accession to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 
1967 Protocol, including the implementation of a regional Plan 
of Action to engage the five Caribbean States that have not yet 
acceded, and the advancement of third-country national 
agreements (TCNAs) with the US, including the arrival of a first 
group of individuals in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Following the 24 June earthquakes that struck Venezuela, 
tremors were felt in several islands, though no damage was 
reported. The event prompted expressions of solidarity from 
countries across the region, including Aruba, Curaçao, 
Barbados, Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago.

In Cuba, the humanitarian situation remained critical, with fuel 
shortages and power outages disrupting basic services and 
food production, while rising social tensions. Nearly 400 
medicines are reportedly unavailable, and some 100,000 
surgeries have been postponed. Cuban authorities reported 
no significant progress in diplomatic talks with the US amid 
increasing sanctions, linked to the closure of businesses and 
disruptions to financial services. In response, authorities 
announced a package of 176 reforms aimed at promoting 
economic stabilization.

Despite challenges, the quarter also registered positive 
developments. Trinidad and Tobago was elected to a 
non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council, and the 
European Court of Human Rights published a judgment in 
a case from Curaçao, underscoring the importance of 
effective protection safeguards. In Cuba, the Government 
published the Migration, Citizenship, and Foreign Nationals 
Laws in the Official Gazette, introducing a humanitarian 
residence status for individuals under UNHCR’s mandate that 
enables them to access fundamental rights under 
conditions equivalent to those granted to permanent 
residents. 

UNHCR participated in the twenty-ninth Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
Standing Committee of Chiefs of Immigration and Comptrollers of Customs 
(CICC) in Antigua and Barbuda, a key regional platform on border security. 
Marking the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 1951 Refugee Convention, the 
Agency discussed the important role asylum frameworks play in helping 
countries respond to displacement.

In Barbados, UNHCR participated in the Least Developed Countries and Small 
Island Developing States (LDCs/SIDS) Trust Fund Regional Workshop, 
organized by OHCHR, with the participation of Caribbean States and regional 
partners, including the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and 
Security (IMPACS). The Agency exchanged experiences with participants and 
explored opportunities to further strengthen protection frameworks for people 
forced to flee.

Operational overview
UNHCR has a longstanding engagement in the Caribbean, supporting refugees, asylum-seekers, stateless persons, and others in need of 
international protection. The region faces evolving mobility and protection challenges driven by mixed movements, climate-related events, 
insecurity, and diverse legal frameworks. Since September 2025, UNHCR’s Multi-Country O�ce (MCO) in Panama has expanded its 
coverage to 22 countries and territories, most of them in this region . In partnership with governments, civil society, regional institutions, 
and UN agencies, UNHCR works in the Caribbean to strengthen protection systems, promote inclusion, and improve access to rights and 
services for vulnerable groups under its mandate.

In Cuba, UNHCR held an information session for over 100 health o�cials on 
access to healthcare for refugees and asylum-seekers. The session reviewed 
Ministry of Public Health Resolution 230 of 2026, which reinforces existing 
access to health services for people under UNHCR’s mandate through a 
formal legal framework.

Thanks to ECHO support, UNHCR supported the Migrant Registration 
Framework (MRF) in Trinidad and Tobago, by providing biometric registration 
and documentation equipment, including 20 iris scanners, 20 fingerprint 
scanners, two card printers, and 15,000 registration cards, and trained 25 
o�cials on its use. The extended MRF, announced in December 2025, now
gives people with irregular status, regardless of nationality, an opportunity to
obtain temporary authorization to live and work in the country.

Situation Highlights

From April to June

UNHCR implemented a regional Plan of Action to promote accession to the 
1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol among the five Caribbean 
States that have not yet acceded: Barbados, Cuba, Grenada, Guyana, and 
Saint Lucia. Through bilateral engagement with governments, including 
Permanent Missions in Geneva and Ministries of Foreign A�airs, UNHCR 
provided information and technical guidance to support consideration of 
accession. In addition, UNHCR contributed submissions on Saint Kitts and 
Nevis and Saint Lucia to the Universal Periodic Review process of the Human 
Rights Council, highlighting opportunities to strengthen refugee protection 
frameworks.

©UNHCR-UNHCR Cuba participates in inter-agency discussions on the implementation of 
the country's new Migration, Citizenship, and Foreign Nationals Laws.

https://stlucianewsnow.net/migration-dialogues-and-development-in-saint-lucia/
https://www.caribbeantoday.com/sections/politics/rss-chairman-says-us-will-not-penalise-caribbean-countries-for-not-accepting-refugees
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/news/st-kitts-receives-first-group-of-us-deportees-from-jamaica-belize/
https://www.curacaochronicle.com/post/unknown/powerful-earthquake-rocks-venezuela-tremors-felt-across-caribbean-including-curacao
https://demerarawaves.com/2026/06/25/guyana-barbados-trinidad-ready-to-assist-earthquake-devastated-venezuela/
https://www.guardian.co.tt/news/government-offers-support-to-venezuela-as-earthquake-damage-mounts-6.2.2613589.00f57cf07e
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/06/us-sanctions-against-cuba-are-endangering-lives-and-must-be-lifted
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2026/05/15/latinoamerica/video/acerolazos-apagones-cuba-la-habana-pkg
https://diariodecuba.com/cuba/1781901379_67557.html
http://www.cubadebate.cu/especiales/2026/06/15/cuba-en-datos-el-genocidio-del-bloqueo-en-numeros-y-hechos/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/cuba-accuses-us-pressuring-un-member-states-put-off-trade-embargo-debate-2026-06-30/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/04/20/politics/cuba-us-delegation-visits
https://abcnews.com/International/wireStory/cuba-open-hotel-sector-management-cubans-home-abroad-133639460
https://www.reutersconnect.com/item/united-states-sanctions-cuban-president-miguel-diaz-canel-and-increases-pressure-on-havana/dGFnOnJldXRlcnMuY29tLDIwMjY6bmV3c21sX09XTFRBQzlOOVlZUVpaMkdGTzcxNkZVOVYwTTZKSDg
https://diariodecuba.com/economia/1780511227_67273.html
https://www.parlamentocubano.gob.cu/noticias/asamblea-nacional-aprobo-las-propuestas-de-transformaciones-economicas-y-sociales
https://foreign.gov.tt/resources/news/trinidad-and-tobago-elected-to-the-united-nations-security-council/
https://www.curacaochronicle.com/post/main-news/european-court-rules-curacao-violated-rights-of-venezuelan-detainees
https://www.gacetaoficial.gob.cu/sites/default/files/goc-2026-o39.pdf
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In the Caribbean, discussions continue on the development of 
asylum legislation and regularization pathways. In the photo, 
UNHCR participates in the twenty-ninth CARICOM CICC 
meeting.

In 2026, nearly 30,000 people applied for the first phase of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s expanded MRF initiative. UNHCR donated 
specialized equipment to support its implementation.

For more information 
Amanda Solano, Associate Protection O�cer Panama solano@unhcr.org 
Benedetta Pignatti, External Relations O�cer at pignattb@unhcr.org 

For media interviews: panpamedia@unhcr.org 
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UNHCR’s Multi-Country O�ce in Panama is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by 
donors who have contributed with earmarked and unearmarked funding. 

We thank the contribution of our private donors Italy and Republic of Korea and  our 
global national partners, España con ACNUR and Japan for UNHCR. 

As a child fleeing the conflict, Fajer arrived in Cuba in 2011, unsure of what the future 
would hold. Over the years, he learned Spanish, completed his studies, and is now 
pursuing a doctorate. During Cuba's World Refugee Day commemoration, attended by 
government representatives, civil society, and the United Nations, Fajer shared his story 
of resilience and gratitude for the opportunities he found in his new home. His journey 
reflects Cuba's longstanding commitment to ensuring refugees and asylum-seekers can 
access essential services, including education, even amid a challenging context. It also 
highlights the importance of inclusion as Cuba advances the implementation of new 
legislation introducing humanitarian residency for refugees, asylum-seekers, and 
stateless persons. To hear Fajer's full testimony, click here.

Story. From Refugee to Doctoral Student: Fajer's Story of Resilience

This document focuses on 17 countries within MCO Panama’s AOR in the Caribbean, namely: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Barbados, British Virgin Islands, 
Cuba, Curaçao, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Maarten, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. For additional updates on Belize, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic, please refer to MCO Panama's Data Portal. 

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/mcopanama
https://x.com/acnurpanama
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/mcopanama
https://x.com/acnurpanama/status/2071700379100676219



