IRAQ: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE - MARCH PROTECTION

NEEDS ANALYSIS:

219,579 Syrians are registered by now

Safeguarding asylum space remains a key activity of UNHCR and its partners.
Identifying persons in need of international protection amidst mixed migration
movements is challenging, as well as ensuring access to asylum for those new
arrivals who initially enter as persons who seek medical assistance or for family
visits, and at a later stage seek to submit asylum applications. Ensuring timely and
accurate registration is also key. This includes ensuring reliable mechanisms are in
place to update the data base on a regular basis with regard to specific needs that
may have been identified at the registration stage or later in the process of asylum.

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

Three out of the four border crossings from Syria remain closed (Rabiaa, Al Qaim and Al Waleed) for
refugees’ entry. The Syrian KR-I border at Peshkhabour remained open throughout the reporting period,
except for 5t and 20th to 23rd March, as it was an official holiday in the KR-I, and people continue to
cross at the Bajid Kandala crossing point in Dohuk governorate. Monitoring of cross border movement
(counselling, monitoring and inactivation of cases for assistance in UNHCR’s database) has continued.
Overall the situation remained calm and incident free during the reporting period.

Prevention of and ensuring appropriate responses to instances of SGBV remains a
priority for the sector. The reporting of instances of SGBV, and a proper analysis of
the data, will be facilitated once the GBV IMS system is fully operational in the
camps and for the urban population. Identifying child protection needs and

The categories of persons allowed entry through the Peshkabour border remained limited to persons
requesting access to the territory in order to access health care and family visits. In addition persons
originating from known conflict areas are admitted, but reports suggest some may face delays on the
Syrian side of the border. Consequently, the 3 and 27t of March saw 916 and 791 persons cross into KR-

1in a single day. They were all persons who had been waiting on the Syrian side for some time to be responses for all children at risk in the camp continue to require strengthening.
allowed to cross.

SYRIAN REFUGEE POPULATION IN |RAQ: Ensuring the equal participation of communities’ self -identified male and female
Protection monitoring and co-ordination of protection activities in all camps in KR-I continued. Concerns refugee representatives in camps and urban areas will strengthen refugees’ ability
identified include lack of access to secondary education, continued difficulties faced by some refugees towards self-reliance in protection and assistance, including for the most
known to have returned temporarily to Syria to be re-admitted and re-acquire their (valid) residency C t Ref Pooulati vulnerable refugees, and facilitates access to information in a timely manner. Clear
Per.m_lts, issues related to inequitable access to civil status documentation and residency permits, and FOGE urrent Retugee Population procedures, referral mechanisms, and human resources will be put in place to
individual cases of SGBV. 2 facilitate the identification of the most vulnerable refugees, including those in need
Registration in ProGres data base in the newly-established camps is now almost fully rolled-out. At the ExPeCte,d REfUEee of resettlement as a durable solution.
time of writing, 91.2% of refugees are registered and the number of refugees pending registration has _ POPUIatlon by end-2014
been further reduced. In addition, Residency Permits are now being issued in almost all camps in the KR -I
by the relevant authorities. Discussions on the resumption of issuance of Residency Permits for those in
the non-camp areas of Erbil are ongoing.
Advocacy on freedom of movement and the question of re-admission continued to be undertaken. The PROGRESS AGAINST TARGETS:
reporting period saw a slight increase in the number of Syrians, registered in KR -1, at risk of deportation End-2014
after having left the KR-l and ventured towards the Centre or South of Irag, where they faced arrest for Target
illegal entry. Individual advocacy by UNHCR at the KRG-level has generally led to the return of the Syrians 219,579 (5,192 in March) Syrians registered as refugees or 400,000
concerned to the KR-I, as an alternative to deportation from Iraq by the central authorities. awaiting registration with UNHCR ’
The merged (or ‘collapsed’) refugees status determination and resettlement procedures for the Syrian . . .
caseloadgcon(tinued topbe ir)npleriented (on a ‘pilot’ basis) during the reportin: period. Progress w\;s 25 (14 in March) Syrian refugees submitted for resettlement or 1,000

made to enhance case identification and referral mechanisms for the purposes of resettlement humanitarian admission to third countries
consideration.
14,443 (8738 in March) children with access to psychosocial

A protection mainstreaming training was held for the Inter-Sector Co-ordination Group in Erbil. The ) i R
services (Through child and youth friendly spaces only)

session demonstrated a strong need for and interest in further trainings of this nature to be held. This will
be taken forward by the Protection Sector Working Group.
130 (0 in March) child protection cases receiving specialized

Population : Camp vs Non-Camp support

152 (23 in March) SGBV cases receiving specialized support
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®Camp = Non-Camp Targets based on expected population of 400,000 Syrian refugees in Iraq by end-2014. There are currently 219,579 Syrian refugees in Iraq.

Leading Agencies: UNHCR Jacqueline Parlevliet, parlevli@unhcr.org. Co-leading agency : Save the Children.
Participating Agecies: Ministry of Interior (Mol)-Irag/Permenant Commity (PC), Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MODM)-Iraq, Ministry of Interior (Mol)-KRI, UNICEF, UNFPA,UNAMI Human Rights, IOM, ACF, ACTED, ACTED-REACH,CDO, DRC, Handicap International, Harikar, Heartland Alliance,
InterSos,IRC, Kurdistan Save the Children, KURDS, MAG, Mercy Corps, Mine AdvisoryGroup, NRC, PAO, STEP, Triangle, UPP, War Child UK, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.



