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Key Figures

Mediterranean

215,380

arrivals by sea in 2016*

2,868

dead/missing in 2016*

Trends on sea arrivals

Between 13 and 19 June, some 405 refugees and
migrants arrived by sea in Greece. This is a slight
increase from the previous week when 358 people
arrived to the Greek shores. For the fourth time in the
last ten days, there were 40-60 daily new arrivals to
Samos.

During the same period, 3,549 persons arrived by sea
in Italy, as result of nine disembarkation events and
two spontaneous arrivals. This compares to 3,992
arrivals in the week before. New arrivals continue to
mainly come from sub-Saharan countries.

To date in 2016, some 215,380 people have arrived to
Europe by sea, including 157,801 in Greece (as of 19
June), some 56,227 in Italy (as of 19 June) and some
1,352 in Spain (as of 30 April). So far in June 2016,
there have been some 5,805 arrivals as compared
with 54,588 arrivals in June 2015.

Key developments

Global Trends

According to the Global Trends report released on 20
June by UNHCR, wars and persecution have driven
more people from their homes than at any time since
UNHCR records began. On average 24 people were
forced to flee each minute in 2015, four times more
than a decade earlier, when six people fled every 60
seconds. The detailed study found a total 65.3 million
people were displaced at the end of 2015, compared
to 59.5 million just 12 months earlier.

While the spotlight was on Europe’s challenge to
manage more than 1 million refugees and migrants
who arrived via the Mediterranean last year, the report
shows that the vast majority of the world’s refugees
were in developing countries. In all, 86 per cent of the
refugees under UNHCR’s mandate in 2015 were in
low-and middle-income countries close to situations
of conflict. Worldwide, Turkey was the largest host
country, with 2.5 million refugees. With nearly one
refugee for every five citizens, Lebanon hosted more
refugees compared to its population than any other
country.

Pre-registration exercise on mainland Greece

The pre-registration exercise launched on 8 June by
the Greek Asylum Service, with UNHCR and EASO'’s
support, continued smoothly. The exercise aims to pre-
register applications for international protection from
the approximately 49,000 people currently residing on
the Greek mainland, as well as to pre-identify potential
candidates for family reunification or relocation to
another EU Member State for those qualifying. As of
19 June, a total of 7,247 people were pre-registered
and 8,728 people received a wrist-band to prepare for
their pre-registration in the following days. Over 233
unaccompanied children and 91 separated children
were identified during the exercise since 8 June and
rapid best interest assessments were conducted.

Visit of the UN Secretary General to Greece

UN Secretary General (SG), Ban Ki-moon, visited
Greece between 17 and 19 June, accompanied by
a delegation of 17 UN officials, including UNHCR’s
Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, Volker
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Tark. He thanked the Greek authorities for handling
the refugees with humanism and solidarity in line with
the principles of the UN. During his visit to Lesvos, he
met with Greek volunteers and organizations, visited
Moria Registration and Information centre and the
Kara Tepe accommodation site. In his public remarks
at the conclusion of his visit, the SG reiterated that
“the United Nations is doing all we can to mobilize
support” and called for greater sharing of responsibility
across Europe and the whole world “to respond
with a humane and human rights-based approach”.
He commended “the Greek authorities, the people
of Lesvos and the humanitarian community” for
working non-stop to save lives and secure the future
of refugees, showing commendable “philoxenia” (the
Greek word for “friendship towards strangers”) and
solidarity.

Update on returns, relocation and resettlement

According to the Greek Asylum Service, a total of
4,851 relocation requests have been submitted as
of 13 June. In addition, 200 new relocation pledges
from Slovenia and 400 from France were received.
On 13 June, two people were transferred from Italy to
Malta, while on 16 June four people were relocated to

Cyprus and eight to Portugal. So far, 1,682 asylum-
seekers have been relocated from Greece and 789
from Italy to 19 EU Member States and Switzerland
(European Commission data, as of 20 June. See here
for additional details).

On 16 June, six people from Algeria were returned from
Lesvos to Dikili, Turkey, within the implementation of
the EU-Turkey Statement, after voluntarily withdrawing
their asylum applications in Greece. So far, 468 people
have been returned from Greece to Turkey under the
Greece-Turkey Bilateral Readmission Agreement. The
main nationalities included Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Iraq, India, Morocco, Egypt, Palestine
and Algeria. 31 Syrian nationals have voluntarily
returned to date.

According to the Vatican Press Office, the Vatican
Gendarmeria, with the help of Interior Ministry of
Greece, the Greek Asylum Service and the Sant'Egidio
Community, accompanied nine Syrian refugees, who

were staying on Lesvos, to Rome on 16 June. The
Sant'Egidio Community will provide for their housing.
Pope Francis had already accompanied three refugee
families to Rome after his visit to Lesvos on 16 April.

Arrivals and People Present* per Country
20 June 2016

01 | Greek Islands
Arrivals: 44
Present*: 8,610

Greece Mainland

Arrivals: 31

Present*: 48,299
02 | fYRoM**

Arrivals: 0

Present*: 276
03 | Serbia

Arrivals: 300

Present*: 1,800
04 | Croatia

Arrivals: 0

Present™: 63

05 | Hungary
Arrivals: -
Present*: -

06 | Slovenia
Arrivals: 0
Present*: 296

07 | Austria
Arrivals: 167
Present*: -

* Number of people present in Greece and estimated number of people currently present in countries along the previous route not applying for asylum
** The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (please note that the fYRoM abbreviation is used for design purposes)


http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4583
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/press-material/docs/state_of_play_-_relocation_en.pdf
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2016/06/17/160617e.html
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php
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Legislative changes

Following a decision passed in the Austrian Parliament
on 15 June, education and professional qualifications
obtained outside Austria will be recognized more
quickly. The amendment is aimed at helping
refugees access the job market more quickly with
the establishment of a faster evaluation system for
the recognition of qualifications. In addition, refugees
or asylum-seekers would be allowed to apply for
academic and professional
credentials, even if they lost their documents while
fleeing.

recognition of their

EU developments

On 17 June, the European Commission (EC) released
its Fourth Report on Relocation and Resettlement. The
report concludes that increased efforts on relocation
and resettlement, including under the provisions of
the EU-Turkey Statement, should be sustained. In
particular, the EC calls on Greek authorities to increase
their processing capacity, to establish additional

“relocation centres” and to relocate those who are
eligible under the EU scheme. The EC also urges the
Italian authorities to quickly enhance their hotspots
and processing capacity, as well as to establish
specific accommodation facilities for unaccompanied
and separated children and procedures to allow for
their relocation. In addition, the EC is also asking
other Member States to increase their pledges for
relocation, to quickly process relocation cases, and to
pledge more experts under EASO deployments.

The EC also released its Second Report on the
Progress Made in the Implementation of the EU-
Turkey Statement. The report concludes that, while
there has been good progress in the implementation
of the Statement, the progress achieved so far
remains fragile. As urgent actions to be taken, the EC
urges Greek authorities to increase their processing
capacity to ensure returns and readmissions, to
enhance the reception capacity on the islands, and to
improve conditions in the Registration and Information
Centres. The EC also calls on the Turkish authorities
to take the necessary measures to fulfil the remaining
benchmarks under_the Roadmap towards a visa-free
regime with Turkey as soon as possible, in order to
benefit from visa liberalization.

In addition, the EC also adopted a Recommendation
on the specific urgent measures to be taken by
Greece in view of the resumption of transfers to the
country under the Dublin Ill Regulation. The transfer
of applicants for international protection to Greece
under the Dublin Regulation has been suspended by
Member States since 2011, following two judgments
which identified “systemic deficiencies” in the
country’s asylum system. The recommendations
include establishing appropriate permanent and
temporary open reception facilities, allowing effective
access to the asylum procedure, instituting the new
Appeals Authority without delay, ensuring that access
to free legal aid is effective in practice and establishing
structures for applicants with specific needs.
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http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/4th_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_agreement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_agreement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_agreement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/docs/20131216-roadmap_towards_the_visa-free_regime_with_turkey_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/docs/20131216-roadmap_towards_the_visa-free_regime_with_turkey_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_transfers_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_transfers_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_transfers_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_transfers_en.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/download.php?id=1534
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/download.php?id=1513
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/download.php?id=1574
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php
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Timeline Overview

. Highlights

20 March 3 April

«Start of the
EU-Turkey
Statement

- Greece implemented a new law highlighting
the creation of the Reception and
Identification Service, restructuring of the

Asylum Service, the creation of an Appeals’
Authority, and the creation of new Regional
Asylum Offices

27 April

«Turkey amended
labour legislation to
grant those holding
subsidiary protection
work permits.

18 May

21 April

«Justice and Home Affairs Council
- EU Home Affairs Ministers
discussed the implementation of
existing measures and on work
on the European border and
coast guard proposal.

4 May

4 April 6 April

«First returns take
place under the EU-

«The European Commission (EC) published
Communication on reforms to Common

Turkey Statement:

European Asylum System (CEAS)

202 people returned

to Turkey from
Greece

18-19 April

«Foreign Affairs Council -
discussion on the external
aspects of migration, including
assessment of progress in
implementing measures as part of
the EU-Turkey Statement.

«Council agreed its negotiating position on
the EC’s proposal for a European Border
and Coast Guard.

7 April

«Turkish government amended the
Temporary Protection Regulation
regarding access to temporary
protection for Syrian nationals who
irregularly travel to Europe and who are
returned to Turkey from Greek islands.

+The EC released proposals to reform the Common European Asylum System. with proposals to reform the Dublin

Regulation, the EURODAC system and to turn the European Asylum Support Office into an European Union

Agency for Asylum.
*The EC rel

+The EC released proposal to grant visa liberalization to Turkish citizens
*The EC proposed to prolong proportionate controls at certain internal Schengen borders, namely in Germany,

Austria, Sweden, Denmark and Norway for a maximum period of six months.

«The EC adopted its third progress report on the EU’s

emergency relocation and resettlement schemes. assessin

actions taken up to 13 May 2016.

«The Turkish President approved the legislative framework

regarding the EU-Turkey Statement with regards to the

readmission of people from Greece

®

20 May

«Justice and Home Affairs Council
EU Interior Ministers discussed

implementation of the 18 March EU-
Turkey Statement, broader responses to

23 May

12 May

+Council backs the EC’s
roposal to prolong internal
border checks.

«The Foreign Affairs Council discussed ways to further
strengthen cooperation with the countries of origin

and transit through a common EU approach, and

the situation, relocation, the European
Border and Coast Guard, and visa polic

10 June

adopted conclusions on EUNAVFOR Med Operation

Sophia. as well as on the EU regional strategy for

Syria and Iraq.

8 June

*The Greek Asylum Service started
re-registration for applications

for international protection

supported by UNHCR and EASO

+Justice and Home Affairs Council - EU Home Affairs Ministers

reaffirmed that returns to Turkey from Greece should be
stepped up and that the EU’s assistance through Frontex and
EASO should also be prioritized in contributing to these returns
through efficient admissibility and eligibility support.

7 June

Third Progress Report by Turkey in fulfilling the requirements of its visa liberalization roadmap

6 May

«Bulgaria to readmit irregular
arrivals to Turkey from 1 June

1 June

+ Last batch of provisions of
the EU-Turkey Readmission
Agreement entered into force.

+The EC launched migration package with Communications on an Action
Plan on the Integration of Third Country Nationals and on Establishing a new

Partnership Framework with Third Countries under the European

+Agenda on Migration. and a Proposal for a Directive on the Conditions of Entry
and Residence of Third Country Nationals for the Purposes of Highly Skilled

Employment.

17 June

*The EC released its Fourth Report on Relocation and Resettlement.

+The EC also rel

d its Second Report on the Progress Made in the

Implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement.

*The EC adopted a recommendation on the specific urgent measures to be

taken by Greece in the view of the resumption of transfers to the country under

the Dublin Ill Regulation.


http://202 people returned to Turkey from Greece
http://202 people returned to Turkey from Greece
http://202 people returned to Turkey from Greece
http://www.refworld.org/docid/573ad4cb4.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/press-releases-pdf/2016/3/40802210113_en_635973454200000000.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/04/06-negotiations-european-border-guard/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/04/18-19/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/04/21/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1620_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160504/third_progress_report_on_turkey_visa_liberalisation_roadmap_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/press-material/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160504/schengen_proposal_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/05/12-internal-border-controls/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/05/12-internal-border-controls/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/05/12-internal-border-controls/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160518/communication_third_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160518/communication_third_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160518/communication_third_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/05/20/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/05/20/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/05/20/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/05/20/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/05/20/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/05/20/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2021_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2021_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-16-2021_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_action_plan_integration_third-country_nationals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_action_plan_integration_third-country_nationals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.p
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.p
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.p
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.p
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.p
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.p
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2016/06/9-10/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/05/23/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/05/23/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/05/23/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/05/23/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/05/23/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/fac/2016/05/23/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/4th_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_im
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_im
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php

