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FDLR combatants and refugees – Voluntary return to Rwanda Update N°1
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Political highlights   
· UN Security council imposed sanctions against M23 and FDLR
· On 31 December 2012, the United Nations Security Council voted new sanctions against the two major rebel movements operating in the Eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The Security Council’s sanctions committee has imposed an arms embargo on the Mouvement du 23 mars (M23) and the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), while also imposing a travel ban and an asset freeze on the M23 civilian leader, Jean Marie Runiga Lugerero, and Lieutenant Colonel Eric Badege. The latter is suspected of being responsible for many atrocities and human rights violations committed especially against women and children.   
· The US ambassador to the UN, Susan Rice immediately issued a statement welcoming the targeted sanctions imposed by the Security Council.  “We believe these designations will directly help advance the goal of a sustainable peace in eastern DRC,” said the US Ambassador. She also added “we urge the rank and file of both the M23 and the FDLR to defect and demobilize in order to disassociate themselves from the sanctioned groups.”
· The DRC government also welcomed the targeted sanctions as a positive development. "It's a condemnation we expected... and it arrives at the right time because these groups threaten to destabilise Africa for decades, especially in the Great Lakes region," said the Spokesperson of DRC government, Mr. Lambert Mende. 

·  The M23 civilian leader, Jean Marie Runiga found the sanctions “unjust.” He accused the DRC government of manipulations with the intention to mislead the UN Security Council in taking sanctions against his movement. 

· It may be recalled that these sanctions have been taken just one day before Rwanda joined the UN Security Council as a non-permanent member. The Security Council had previously issued targeted sanctions against three M23 military leaders, Sultani Makenga, Baudoin Ngaruye and Innocent Kaina. 
Security situation

· South Kivu 
·  The Commission nationale des refugies (CNR) has confirmed the information that was given by MONUSCO and local authorities in Luhago about recent fighting between Raia Mutomboki combatants and FDLR militias in the localities of Ekingi, Cinene, Mbeshi (Kalehe territory) and Irhegabarhoni(Kabare territory). As a consequence of those fighting, some movements of combatants and their families have been reported by both MONUSCO and local authorities in Luhago. 
Humanitarian situation

· Statistics 

Rwandan refugees repatriated in 2012 and planning figures for 2013:
· Out of 61,481 Rwandan refugees at the beginning of 2012, 10, 718 were voluntarily repatriated as at 9 December 2012: from Goma 7,970 and from Bukavu 2, 748. Planning figures were 10,000 (5,000 from Goma and 5,000 from Bukavu). From Goma, as never seen in the last years, repatriation figures had exceeded the planning figure of 5,000 people. The ongoing conflict in the province is at the origin of the decision of refugees to go back home. Would we see the same trend in South Kivu this year? 

·  In 2013, the planning figures remain the same: 5,000 from each of the Kivu provinces. 

South Kivu 
· On 2 January 2013, the UNHCR sub-office in Bukavu has been informed by MONUSCO about the presence in Luhago of 350 refugees, who were identified by the MONUSCO as dependents of FDLR combatants. MONUSCO also reported that some FDLR combatants and their dependents were moving towards the localities of Luhago, Lwizi and Chulwe (Kabare territory), Lutunkulu (Walungu territory) and Mwenga territory. Reportedly those people would be willing to be repatriated to Rwanda. 
· UNHCR and its partners have already identified 340 refugees in Luhago. Among them 224 are willing to return to Rwanda. In Lwizi, the number of refugees identified is 130, while in Nzibira 58 persons have been identified. All of them are ready for repatriation.
· The refugees are extremely weak, and in very poor conditions. Among them, there some injured and people and malnourished children.
· The accurate proportions of civilian refugees and FDLR militias’ dependents remain to be confirmed.  
· In Lutunkulu/Mulamba, the presence of 400 additional refugees has been reported but the exact number is yet to be confirmed. 
· MONUSCO has also reported that some FDLR elements have surrendered their arms and ammunitions to the FARDC in Luhago; before expressing their willingness to be repatriated to Rwanda. Meanwhile the UN stabilization mission in Congo reported that another large group estimated at 3,000 people has approached Mulambula, via Lutunkulu, 45 Km South West of Walungu (Mwenga territory). Reportedly this group includes Lieutenant Colonel Job and Lieutenant Colonel Ferdinand (S3), two notorious combatants, as well as three majors. 

· Some media reports have indicated that approximately 3,500 FDRL combatants have reportedly surrendered on 1st January 2013 in the Kabare territory of the South Kivu Province and expressed their willingness to go back to Rwanda. However the figures provided are yet to be confirmed.

Response
· South Kivu 

·  In response to the current situation, the UNHCR Sub-office in Bukavu has taken the following actions:

· On 2 January 2013, a coordination meeting was held in order to take the appropriate measures for the assessment of the situation, the management of the refugees’ cases and the transportation to Bukavu of those who are willing to be repatriated to Rwanda.

· A verification and assessment mission coordinated by the CNR was sent to Luhago on 2 January and to Lwizi on 3 January. 

· All necessary measures have been taken at the Bukavu transit center in order to welcome the refugees. Food and medical assistance is available. The center has the capacity to host 600 persons. 

· Since this morning (3 January), a team has been working on the transfer from Luhago to Nzibira centre for the refugees who are ready to be repatriated to Rwanda. 
· UNHCR has sent a team (Protection/Security) to Nzibira and Luhago to work with the CNR to assess situation and provide assistance to the refugees who would like to be repatriated. 

· UNHCR is liaising with all relevant partners and stakeholders to address this critical issue. A coordination meeting on responsibility sharing is scheduled this afternoon with MONUSCO DDRRR.

· MONUSCO’s response to the FDLR combatants’ movements

On 2 January, MONUSCO DDRRR managed to transfer 83 Rwandans reportedly associated with the FDLR rebel movement from Luhago to Walungu. This group was expected to be transferred from Walungu to Bukavu by truck on 3 January.  The transfers from Luhago will also continue.      

