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1. DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL PROFILE

1.1 Type of household (HH)

Summary
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Pie chart
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1.2 Household size and composition

NB: Figures and values in the profile only represent the population surveyed in household survey,

not the total Afghanistan population, unless stated otherwise.

11.1% 20.3%

The Sashpol returnee settlement is located approximately 13 km east of Bamyan City, along the main Bamyan-

Kabul Road.

Of the 279 households surveyed in Sashpol, 206 (73.8%) were IDP households, 70 (25.1%) were returnee

households and three (1.1%) were local community households. The households encompass a combined total

of 2,158 individuals with a gender ratio of 1:1.

The average household size was revealed by the survey to be 8.7 persons among local community

households, 7.8 persons among returnee households and 7.7 persons among IDP households. Children (0-17

years) account for approximately half the average household size across all three groups with a gender ratio of

1:1.  

The elderly (aged 60+) were found to constitute 7.7% of local community households, 6.5% of IDP households

and 4.4% of returnee households. Approximately 2.6% of the population reported to be widowed with over four

times as many widows (n=46) as widowers (n=10).
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1.5 Marital status of males by HH type (percentage)

Graph

Graph

1.6 Marital status of females by HH type (percentage)
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2. MIGRATION PROFILE

2.1 Year households settled in current location

Summary

Among the households surveyed, the year 1384 (2005/06) witnessed the largest number of arrivals in the HRA

with 40 IDP households and 32 returnee households choosing to settle in Sashpol. Since then, on average,

four returnee households per year have chosen to settle in the area. Following the arrival of a further 30 IDP

households in 1385 (2006/07), an average of 12 IDP households per year have chosen to settle in the area in

subsequent years.  

Of returnee and IDP households that have settled in Sashpol in the last two years, all stated that they did so

voluntarily. Of these, all returnee households and 92.9% of IDP households stated that they intend to remain in

the area. 

All returnee households had sought asylum in either Pakistan (70.8%) or Iran (29.2%) with over 80.0% stating

that they did so due to harassment/discrimination and for safety reasons due to conflict. More than half also

cited economic reasons and over one-third cited family reasons. 

Among IDP households, over 70.0% cited harassment/discrimination and safety concerns due to conflict as

the main reasons for having fled their districts of origin. Over one-third also cited family reasons and economic

reasons as having influenced their decision to move. 

Reasons for returning to Afghanistan varied depending upon year of return. Households that returned during

the period 1382-1387 (2003/04 - 2008/09) typically cited economic reasons as the main motivation for return.

For those households in Sashpol that returned to Afghanistan over the past five years, improved safety and

legal difficulties in the country of asylum were cited as the main pull factors.     

2.2 Percentage of HHs that settled in last 2 years and intend to 

remain
2.3 Countries of asylum from which HHs have returned
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2.6 Main reasons for high rates of return to Afghanistan in 1384 (2005/06)

2.5 Reasons for returning to Afghanistan

2.4 Reasons for leaving Afghanistan or district of origin
8
4
.3

%
 

8
2
.9

%
 

5
5
.7

%
 

3
7
.1

%
 

7
8
.6

%
 

7
3
.3

%
 

3
5
.9

%
 

4
1
.7

%
 

8
0
.1

%
 

7
5
.7

%
 

4
0
.9

%
 

4
0
.6

%
 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Harassment / Discrimination Safety / Conflict Economic reasons Family reasons

RET (n=70) IDP (n=206) AVG (n=276)

6
0
.0

%
 

5
2
.9

%
 

5
0
.0

%
 

2
8
.6

%
 

1
8
.6

%
 

1
5
.7

%
 5

0
.0

%
 

5
0
.0

%
 

5
0
.0

%
 

5
0
.0

%
 

0
.0

%
 

5
0
.0

%
 

5
9
.7

%
 

5
2
.8

%
 

5
0
.0

%
 

2
9
.2

%
 

1
8
.1

%
 

1
6
.7

%
 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Legal Difficulties Economic Reason Safety Harassment /
Discrimination

Own Property Place of Origin

RET (n=70) IDP-RET (n=2) AVG (n=72)

6
5
.6

%
 

5
6
.3

%
 

4
3
.8

%
 

3
1
.3

%
 

1
2
.5

%
 

9
.4

%
 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Legal Difficulties Economic Reason Safety Harassment /
Discrimination

Own Property Development
Projects in Afg

RET (n=32)

Section 3 - HRA Community Profile Page 7 of 39




