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HIGHLIGHTS

®  UNHCR supports the Government of Ethiopia in discharging its international obligations, fulfilling the organization’s
core objectives to provide refugees and other persons of concern with international protection, and to seek durable
solutions for them. The three traditional durable solutions are complementary and are pursued together:

o Voluntary repatriation, in which refugees return in safety and with dignity to their countries of origin and re-
avail themselves of national protection;

o Resettlement, in which refugees are selected and transferred from the country of refuge to a third State which
has agreed to admit them as refugees with permanent residence status; and

o Local integration, in which refugees legally, economically and socially integrate in the host country, availing
themselves of the national protection of the host government.

® UNHCR and partners support livelihoods programmes for refugees in order to reduce vulnerability and
dependency on humanitarian assistance. Refugees who actively support themselves are better equipped to take
on the challenges of any of the durable solutions. UNHCR recognizes the stress that the presence of refugees can
place on already-impoverished host communities and works closely with development actors and regional
governments to mitigate the impact. UNHCR advocates for complementarity of services for refugees and host
communities, and seeks to ensure that refugees are included in their intervention and development plans, thereby
promoting peaceful co-existence.

" UNHCR Ethiopia is committed to assisting refugees in accessing complementary legal pathways including
family reunification and other humanitarian migration programmes, such as private sponsorship; study and
employment possibilities. UNHCR Ethiopia continues to issue refugees with proof of registration documents and
provide advice on how to process family reunification cases.

®  Starting this month, 500 refugees are scheduled to move to Italy under an innovative “Humanitarian Corridor”
project which UNHCR has undertaken with two faith-based organizations, Caritas Italiana and Sant’Egidio
Community, through which refugees with family links in Italy as well as those with protection and medical
vulnerabilities are able to find a durable solution.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

The Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRRF) and the Pledges

=  Ethiopia’s commitment to protect refugees has been further strengthened by the pledges made at the September 2016
Leaders’ Summit on Refugees. These pledges signal an openness not only to easing the current restrictions on
refugees’ access to employment and right to movement, but also to offering local integration to some refugees. The
pledges can be summarized as follows:

-Expand the Out of Camp Policy beyond Eritreans, to benefit 10% of refugees; Provide work permits to
refugees and those with permanent residence identification; Provide work permits to refugee graduates in the
area permitted for foreign workers; Increase enrolment in all levels of education to all qualified refugees; Make
available 10,000 hectares of irrigable land to allow 100,000 people (refugees and local population) access to
crop production; allow refugees who have lived in Ethiopia for 20 or more years to locally integrate; build

www.unhcr.org 1



Y
*@’ ThelmNne!zeecAngc, FACT SHEET Ethiopia / December 2017

industrial parks, reserving some jobs for refugees; strengthen provision of social services, and provide access
to other benefits including birth certificates, bank accounts, and driving licenses

= The Government of Ethiopia’s Administration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), in collaboration with UNHCR,
line ministries, donors, NGOs and other partners, is working to translate the pledges into significant outcomes that will
strengthen overall refugee protection and assistance, and allow refugees to become more independent. UNHCR
assists the government to incorporate the pledges into a revised Refugee Proclamation.

= Supporting the Government of Ethiopia to implement these pledges is strongly linked to the objectives of the
Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRRF). Ethiopia formally launched the CRRF later in November,
which includes a renewed focus on easing the pressure on host countries, via a whole of society approach including
investment by development partners. The CRRF seeks to increase the self-reliance of refugees and host communities,
including by greater involvement with the private sector, as well as increased third party solutions, including
resettlement and family reunification. The pledges are aligned with the Government of Ethiopia’s Growth and
Transformation Plan (GTP Il), and the current UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF).

Resettlement

= Currently, resettlement remains the main durable solution available for refugees in Ethiopia. It is also an invaluable
protection tool, addressing the specific needs of individual refugees who are vulnerable due to their experiences in their
country of origin, and/or whose safety, health or other fundamental rights are at risk in Ethiopia by providing them an
opportunity to rebuild their lives in a new country.

= Although the reduction in the United States Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) 2017 admissions has led to a
considerable reduction in the submission target, UNHCR Ethiopia maintains an active resettlement programme,
identifying and addressing needs within all refugee populations.

Voluntary repatriation

e Due to continued instability in countries of origin, the majority of refugees in Ethiopia have no immediate prospect of
voluntary return. UNHCR therefore does not currently promote or facilitate repatriation to Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan or
South Sudan. However, under the comprehensive approach to solutions, UNHCR tracks spontaneous returns and
administers intention surveys; actively monitors the feasibility of voluntary returns, including through cross-border
monitoring; and participates in regional dialogue. UNHCR Ethiopia is part of the Regional Technical Level Task Force
on Voluntary Repatriation to Somalia, and jointly organized a Cross-Border Meeting in July 2016 to prepare for possible
return of Somali refugees.

e UNHCR continues to engage various stakeholders to establish the conditions necessary for the facilitation of voluntary
return for over 3,000 Kenyan Borena refugees. This includes: information sharing on the progress of peace-building
and reconciliation, cross-border meetings, and planned facilitation of “go and see missions”.
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External / Donors Relations
UNHCR is grateful for the direct contributions to the UNHCR Ethiopia Operation from:
USA | UK (DFID)| IKEA Foundation | EU(ECHO)| Japan | Educate A Child Programme-EAC| Germany |Netherlands| Australia| UN Children’s
Fund | “la Caixa Banking Foundation| Sweden |Canada| |Ireland| Priv. D. Australia | Country-Based Pool Funds| Sheik Thani Bin Abdullah
Foundation| UN Dept of Economic and Social Affairs| Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation | Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints | Priv.
donors Spain| African Union| UN Foundation(UNFIP) | International Olympic Committee| | Priv D. Germany

Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds:
USA (266 M) | Sweden (76 M)| Priv D. Spain (54M)|Netherlands (52 M) |United Kingdom (45M)| Norway (41M)| | Priv. D. Rep. of Korea (26)|
Japan (25M)| Denmark (23 M)| Australia (19 M) | Priv. D. ltaly (17) |Canada (16)| Switzerland (15)| Priv. D. USA (14)| France (14 M)| Germany
(12)| Priv. D. Japan (14M)| Germany (12M)|Priv. D Sweden (11) | Italy (10 M)|

CONTACTS
Ms. Berween Younes, Resettlement Officer, younes@unhcr.org; Tel: +251 116 170 590 (2421)

i O

UNHCR-Ethiopla @UNHCREthicpla.

www.unhcr.org 2


mailto:younes@unhcr.org

