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YEMEN 
IDP Response 
UNHCR proactively responds to the needs of persons of concern who have 
experienced Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV). As part of this response, 
UNHCR Yemen’s proposal on ‘SGBV Prevention, Risk Mitigation and Response 
Interventions and Mainstreaming’ has been selected by the United States, as one of 
eight global ‘Safe from the Start’ projects. The project, to be implemented within three 
districts in Hajjah, Aden and Lahj governorates, is expected to directly benefit some 
50,000 women and girls and reduce or mitigate incidences of SGBV, whilst ensuring 
survivors have access to functional complaint and feedback mechanisms. Alongside 
other activities, UNHCR will install over 700 lighting fixtures in common areas across 
two IDP sites in Abs district, Hajjah governorate, using Liter of Light technology. Use of 
such sustainable solar light technology is in line with UNHCR’s recently launched four-
year Global Strategy for Sustainable Energy, which promotes the transition to clean, 
renewable energy at refugee camps and hosting sites, including for individual 
households, communal areas and support facilities. Furthermore, UNHCR will establish 
a community night patrol team and rehabilitate the women’s detention centre in Kharaz 
refugee camp, Aden governorate as well as provide personal security equipment such 
as motorcycles, whistles and torches in Basateen neighbourhood, Lahj governorate. 

Following a request from the humanitarian arm of the de facto authorities, 
NAMCHA, the office in Sana’a visited two sites hosting internally displaced 
persons (IDPs). The two sites—Alraqah and Alazraqeen—in Hamdan district, Sana’a 
governorate, currently host some 
105 IDP families. UNHCR assessed 
the situation, with a focus on shelter 
and basic household items. IDPs 
were found to be burning materials 
from a nearby waste site to stay 
warm; as a result of which, many 
were found to be suffering from 
respiratory illnesses. UNHCR has 
alerted Health Cluster partners for 
their immediate intervention. As 
conditions at the two sites were 
found to be appalling, UNHCR will 
prioritize distributions of basic 
household items and cash, so families can prepare for the upcoming winter season. 

Refugee Response 
UNHCR and partner CSSW led educational activities and distributed soap to 184 
students in three schools in Aden governorate, to mark Global Handwashing Day. 
In Kharaz refugee camp, Lahj governorate, UNHCR and partner SHS also distributed 
soap to 7,334 refugees and asylum-seekers in the camp, to encourage hygiene and 
handwashing. In Kharaz, refugees are provided with soap, sanitary pads and other 
hygiene items upon request. So far this year, 16,652 women and girls have received 
sanitary materials, and 53,587 persons received hygiene supplies.  

Heavy rains in September across the south of Yemen temporarily cut off the water 
supply in a number of areas, including Kharaz refugee camp. UNHCR and the 
Government Camp Coordinator advocated with national authorities to expedite the 
repair of the water system, which serves both the camp and surrounding areas. The 
Lahj water department replaced the damaged pipes in less than a week, with the water 
supply returning back to normal.  

Special thanks to our major donors: United States of America | Thani Bin Abdullah Bin Thani Al-Thani 
Humanitarian Fund | Kuwait | Country-Based Pooled Funds | Qatar Charity | United Kingdom | Japan | 
European Union | Finland | Sweden | Qatar | Saudi Arabia | Canada | France | Spain | Switzerland | Belgium 
| Miscellaneous donors in Egypt | Republic of Korea.  
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Key figures: 

 

24.1 M  
people in need 
 

 
266,574 
refugees  

10,275 asylum-

seekers 
 

3.65 M 
internally 
displaced since 
March 20151 
 
More than 80 per 
cent have been 
displaced more 
than a year 
 

61,378 families 

newly displaced 

since beginning 
of 20191

 

 
1.28 M IDP 

returnees2 

 
 

Funding  
 

USD 198.6 M 

required for 2019 
operations 

 

 
USD 138.7 M 
received as of 22 October 
2019 

 
     1 IOM-DTM 12 October 2019 
     2 IOM-DTM March 2019 
 

 

Funded
70%

Gap 
30%

UNHCR visited two IDP sites in Hamdan district, Sana’a governorate. 
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