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ITALY Sea arrivals dashboard 

 Overview 
In the first six months of 2021, 20,532 refugees and migrants arrived in Italy by sea, 
compared to 6,949 in the same period last year.  

 

In June 2021, 5,840 refugees and migrants reached shore in southern Italy, 
compared to 1,830 (+219%) and 1,218 (+379%) in 2020 and 2019 respectively. The 
vast majority of them (4,348) arrived in Sicily, most commonly on the island of 
Lampedusa, where 3,600 new arrivals were recorded and more than half of the total 
monthly disembarkations took place (73 out of 139). In June, there was a notable 
increase in disembarkations in Calabria, 16 in total accounting for 969 new arrivals, 
while 296 persons disembarked in Apulia, 203 in Sardinia and 24 in Basilicata, the 
first arrival in the region since 2019. 
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Nationality of arrivals 
To date in 2021, the most common country of origin recorded among refugees and migrants reaching Italian shores is Bangladesh (16%), 
followed by Tunisia (14%), Côte d'Ivoire (8%), Egypt (8%), Eritrea (6%), Sudan (6%), Guinea (5%), Morocco (5%), Iran (4%), Mali (3%), 
Algeria (3%), Iraq (3%) and Syria (3%). The number of refugees and migrants arriving by sea from Tunisia and Egypt in June 2021 
increased significantly compared to the previous month (17% and 11% of the monthly total, compared to 11% and 6% in May 
respectively). In parallel, a decrease in the number of Bangladeshi and Eritrean arrivals was recorded (12% and 4% of the monthly total, 
compared to 29% and 9% in May respectively). Please note that official data on nationalities is not yet comprehensive as the nationality 
of over 526 persons who arrived by sea in June 2021 remains unknown at the time of writing (14 July 2021). 

 
 

Most common nationalities of arrivals - January 2020 to June 2021 
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Country of embarkation  
To date in 2021, 62 per cent of sea arrivals in Italy (12,723 persons) 
departed from Libya, followed by 22 per cent (4,548 persons) 
departing from Tunisia, 11 per cent (2,295 persons) departing from 
Turkey, 3 per cent (522 persons) departing from Algeria, 1 per cent 
(262 persons) departing from Greece and 1 per cent (182 persons) 
departing from Egypt. The majority of persons departing from Libya 
originated from Bangladesh, followed by Eritrea, Egypt and Sudan, 
while persons who embarked in Tunisia were mostly Tunisian 
nationals, followed by Ivoirians and Guineans.  Refugees and migrants 
who arrived via sea from Turkey were for the vast majority Iranian and 
Iraqi nationals, while those who arrived from Greece were mostly 
Afghans and Egyptians. The vast majority of those arriving via sea 
from Egypt were Egyptian nationals and those arriving from Algeria 
were Algerian nationals. In June 2021, a slight decrease in the number 
of departures from Libya was observed (3,024 persons arrived in Italy 
having embarked in Libya in June 2021 compared to 4,293 in May 
2021), parallel to an increase in departures from Tunisia (1,258 
persons arrived in Italy having embarked in Tunisia in June 2021 
compared to 770 in May 2021) and Turkey (1,100 persons arrived in 
Italy having embarked in Turkey in June 2021 compared to 515 in May 
2021). 

The vast majority of refugees and migrants who departed from Libya 
in June embarked in Zuwarah, while the most common departure site 
in Tunisia was Sfax.  

 

 

Demographics of arrivals  

 

 

From 1 January to 30 June 2021, most sea arrivals were adult 
men (70%), followed by unaccompanied and separated 
children (UASC, 19%), adult women (7%) and accompanied 
children (4%). 

In the first six months of the year, 1,466 adult women reached 
Italian shores, the vast majority of whom originated from 
Côte d'Ivoire (518) and Guinea (191). 

In the same period, 3,885 UASC arrived in Italy by sea: the 
most common nationalities recorded are Bangladesh (834), 
Tunisia (670), Guinea (355), Egypt (341), Côte d'Ivoire (334) 
and Eritrea (310). 

 

53%
3,674 34%

2,383
3%
221

6%
436

2%
159

1%
76

62%
12,723

22%
4,548

11%
2,295 3%

522
1%
262 1%

182

Libya Tunisia Turkey Algeria Greece Others

January to June 2020 - 2021

2020 2021

70%

74%

72%

70%

11%

8%

9%

7%

3%

4%

3%

4%

15%

14%

16%

19%

Jan-Jun 18

Jan-Jun 19

Jan-Jun 20

Jan-Jun 21

January to June 2018 - 2021

Men Women Acc. child.* UASC **

3,332 

2,962 

1,618 

1,553 

1,195 

1,153 

1,065 

924 

821 

661 

5,248 

Total

Bangladesh

Tunisia

Côte d'Ivoire

Egypt

Eritrea

Sudan

Guinea

Morocco

Islamic Republic of Iran

Mali

Others

TotalBangladeshTunisia
Côte

d'Ivoire
EgyptEritreaSudanGuineaMorocco

Islamic
Republic of

Iran
MaliOthers

Men 14,4172,4972,1365851,1938359764638586934363,745

Women 1,4661915185342191244350507

Acc. child.* 764-651811416256122547346

UASC ** 3,8858346703343413101733553060128650

Total 20,5323,3322,9621,6181,5531,1951,1531,0659248216615,248

Nationality and demographics of arrivals –January to June 2021

Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100% exactly 
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