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April marks the start of the cyclone season, and emergency preparedness activities are ongoing across the camps. This includes 
refresher training for volunteers who act as first responders in emergencies, distribution of tie down kits (rope and wire) to 
reinforce refugee shelters, and awareness raising by volunteers via door-to-door visits, group sessions and pre-recorded voice 
messages to mobile phones. As the monsoon season will follow the cyclone season, monsoon preparedness in the camps is also 
taking place, including strengthening structures including shelters at risk of flooding, stabilizing slopes and maintenance of 
pathways, bridges, and roads for accessibility. 
The United States Ambassador at Large for Religious Freedom Rashad Hussain visited the camps on 18 and 19 April to meet with 
Rohingya refugees of different religions. In discussions, the refugees outlined challenges they faced in Myanmar and since 
arriving in Bangladesh. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH

Training of trainers began for psychologists to roll out Integrated Adapt Therapy (IAT) in the camps. IAT is a brief psychological 
intervention that was developed to support refugees and other displaced persons, based on evidence-based techniques. The 
psychologists will train Rohingya volunteers as Para-Counsellors to conduct counselling in their own communities. Research in 
the camps found that participants who underwent IAT reported statistically significant reductions in symptoms of depression, 
posttraumatic stress disorder, anxiety, and persistent complicated bereavement.

Over 70 small scale communal disputes were mediated by refugee committees.  Refugee committees, supported by UNHCR and 
partners, function across four camps. In addition to mediation, the committee members hold meetings to identify community 
concerns and raise them at the camp coordination meetings and with humanitarian partners operating in the camps. Committee 
members also carry out awareness sessions on various topics including child marriage, and domestic violence.

An awareness campaign about skin diseases was conducted by 1,400 volunteer Community Health Workers (CHW) in the camps. 
Over 100,000 refugees were reached through shelter visits and 4,000 referred to health services. The deployment of CHWs is 
part of a multisectoral response led by the Health Sector following a recent seasonal surge of a skin disease in the camps.

BHASAN CHAR:  Electrification of the joint UNHCR – Government of Bangladesh Registration Centre was completed to enable 
registration activities to proceed. Updated identity documents are critical to ensure that refugees have access to all services. The 
data will also help UNHCR and other actors design programmes to support and assist the population. The centre will open in 
May. 
Over 600 children (mostly girls) participated in structured psychosocial support sessions conducted by UNHCR, UNICEF and 
partners, at child friendly spaces on the island. 
Three medical specialists started providing consultations virtually for refugees on the island. This model of telemedicine will 
enable refugees to access medical specialists based on the mainland; the refugees are supported by medical staff on Bhasan Char 
who can provide medicines and treatment, and referrals to the mainland when needed. 

Over 100 supervisors of volunteer Community Health Workers in the camps took part in a workshop facilitated by UNHCR and 
partners specializing in gender-based violence. The objective of the workshop was to increase awareness and understanding of 
sexual misconduct by humanitarian workers, including sexual exploitation and abuse. Information about victim support and 
reporting mechanisms was also shared.  

US Ambassador at Large for Religious Freedom Rashad Hussain 
meets with Imams in the camps. © UNHCR 

UNHCR is providing telemedicine services to the refugees living 
on Bhasan Char. © UNHCR 



Refugee protection volunteers, including Community Outreach Members, imams and female religious continue to 
be the backbone of the response during lockdown. Among the main results of their activities were: 

CONTACTS AND LINKS

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/myanmar_refugees https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRBangladesh https://twitter.com/UNHCR_BGD https://www.instagram.com/unhcr_bgd/

Hannah Macdonald, External Relations Officer, Cox’s Bazar, macdonah@unhcr.org
Romain Desclous, Senior External Relations Officer, Dhaka, desclous@unhcr.org
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POPULATION UPDATE

UNHCR in Bangladesh is grateful for the support of Australia, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the Republic of Korea, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States of America.
With additional support received from individuals, foundations, and 
companies worldwide, including Education Cannot Wait, Giuliana 
Lagetto, Kuwait Patients Helping Fund Society (KPHFS), The Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society, The Big Heart Foundation, TTY Management 
B.V, Unilever (UK), UNIQLO, Wamy and private donors from Australia, 
Brazil, China, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Republic of Korea, Singapore, Spain, UAE.

DONORS

Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief | ACTED | Action Aid | 
Bandhu Social Welfare Society | BBC Media Action | Bangladesh 
Red Crescent Society | Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust | 
Bangladesh Rehabilitation Assistance Committee | Caritas | Center 
for Natural Resource Studies | Coastal Association for Social 
Transformation Trust | Community Development Centre | Concern 
Worldwide | Danish Refugee Council | Food for the Hungry | 
Friendship NGO | Gonoshasthaya Kendra | Handicap International | 
Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation | International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources | MOAS | Mukti 
Cox’s Bazar | NGO Forum for Public Health | Oxfam GB | Prottyashi 
| REACH | Relief International | Research, Training and Management 
International | Save the Children International | Social Assistance 
and Rehabilitation for the Physically Vulnerable | Technical 
Assistance Incorporated | Terre des Hommes | UNDP | UNOPS

UNHCR PARTNERS

FUNDING UPDATE
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Financial requirements for Bangladesh: US$ 285.1 million 

! In case you missed: 
The new FCDO Development Director in 
Bangladesh, Matt Cannell, visited Teknaf camps 
on 26 April. 
Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Anniken 
Huitfeldt was briefed on the importance of 
registration as a protection tool during her visit to 
Cox’s Bazar on 24 April. 
Rushanara Ali, an MP from the United Kingdom, 
visited the Jute Production Centre on 3 April.

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/90715
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